
Making Line Graphs w/ Microsoft Excel 
 

1. Put your data into a table in Excel. 

2. Click on the Graph Wizard Icon.  

3. Select the XY (Scatter) type of graph and then choose the one in the bottom-

left.  Click NEXT. 

4. Click on the “Series” tab at the top of the window.  REMOVE all of the series 

that are there.  Then click “Add” so that you can start making your graph. 

5. Where it says “Name”, please type in a description of your data.  This will 

appear in the Key / Legend so make it clearly communicate what the data 

represents. 

6. Where it says “X-values”, click the little square to the right of it with a red 

arrow in it.  This will allow you click-and-drag to select your x-values in your 

spreadsheet.  (TIME for this lab)  

7. Repeat this same procedure for the “Y-values.”  (DISTANCE for this lab) 

8. Repeat STEPS 4-7 if you want to put multiple data sets on one graph. 

a. For example: 

i. Trial 1 for each of the 4 types of motion could go on one graph to help you see how 

speed affects the appearance of motion graphs. 

ii. Trial 1 & 2 could go on the same graph to help you see how direction affects the 

appearance of motion graphs. 

9. Click NEXT to proceed to the menu where you can modify the graph of your data. 

10. Use the tabs at the top to choose among various options.  Below is a list of things you need to do: 

a. TITLE for graph 

b. LABELS with UNITS for both x- and y-axis 

c. Numbers should be shown on the axes (so it is easy to read)…. I believe this is on by default 

d. LEGEND should be shown 

e. Label each point with its coordinate (X and Y coordinate) 

11. Click FINISH once you are happy with your graph. 

12. Move on to make your other graphs (d-t and v-t for Trial 1 & 2 for each of the 4 types of motion). 

13. Show Mr. Brooks for a TEACHER CHECK after every 1 or 2 graphs you have completed. 

14. Make sure your NAME and BLOCK are on your graphs.  Then PRINT them out so you can turn 

them in. 

15. Study them and compare the graphs to the real motion they represent.  Be sure you know how to 

interpret a d-t or v-t graph if Mr. Brooks gave you one as an assessment. 


